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FIVE CARD HOLDOUT 
Rules and Dealing Procedures 

 
HoldOut is a Community Card Poker game.  The betting structure is the same as in Texas Hold’em except that 
there are three betting rounds: the Pre-flop, the Flop, and the River. Please refer to Hoyle’s Encyclopedia for 
Card Games for betting structure for Texas Hold’em. 
 
1. The game uses a rotating dealer button. 
 
2. The player directly to the left of the dealer button puts out the small blind. The player to his left puts out the 
big blind. 
 
3.  Five cards are dealt face down in rotation to each player starting with the player to the left of the dealer 
button. The player to the left of the big blind must call, raise or fold.  Once all action is complete, the players 
remaining in the hand must decide which cards to discard and which cards to Hold. 
  
Players can discard Up to Four of the original five dealt cards—you must Hold at least one of the five cards 
dealt.   
 If you don’t discard any cards, you must play all five dealt cards and cannot use any Community Cards 
 If you discard one card, you can use just one of the Community Cards.  If you discard two cards, you can 

use just two of the Community Cards, if you discard three cards, you can use just three Community Cards, 
if you discard four cards, you must use all four Community Cards. 

 
ALL HELD CARDS MUST PLAY! 

 
 Discarded cards are placed face down in front of each player so all other players can see how many cards 

were discarded. 
 
4. The dealer then burns a card and exposes two Community Cards in the center of the table (the Flop). The 
player closest  to the left of the dealer button may check, bet, raise or fold. Once all action is completed, the 
dealer burns a card and exposes two more Community Cards in the center of the table (the River). The player 
closest to the left of the dealer button starts the betting round. 
  
Once all action is complete, if there are two or more players still in the hand, the dealer will ask for the  
Showdown.  Poker hands must be exactly five cards, and only those five cards are used to evaluate the winning 
hand.  For example: 

   If the Community Cards are 2♣ Q♥ K♠ A♦ and:  
  

                  Player 1 Holds  T♠ J♦  
                  Player 2 Holds  T♣ J♥ Q♦ 

                  Player 3 Holds  T♦ J♣ 2♥   
 
      Both players 1 and 2 have the very same hand: a straight from ten to ace. This means the pot is split between 

the two players. Player 3 loses with a pair of 2’s.  All Held cards must play.   
 

Strategy:  Players should pay close attention to how many cards the other players have discarded. 
  

Five Card HoldOut is played on a regular/generic poker table layout. 


